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Hurricane Special Assessment Update

To date, the Special Assessment of $400.00 per home, levied after the first hurricane, generated $42,700.00.  This equates to a response rate of 90%, and your Homeowners’ Association Board is extraordinarily grateful for such a positive response.  For your information, since we are so near the end of the year, those residents still owing the Special Assessment will be billed again with the 2005 Annual Assessment, and liens will be filed when and where appropriate.

Direct hurricane related expenses now total $45,400.00. Depending on causeway restoration costs, further storm drain repairs, and other, as yet undiscovered, issues, we anticipate as much as $20,000.00 in additional expenses related to the storms.  These expenditures will be paid from the Homeowners’ Association reserve.

Halloween

Halloween will be celebrated in Lakewood on Sunday evening, October 31st.  As in previous years, two off-duty Sheriff deputies will patrol the neighborhood during the evening.  PLEASE ensure your coach and porch lights are functioning properly.

[image: image1.wmf]
Polk County Board of Commissioners’ Meeting

On Wednesday, October 20th, Bill Watson and Rick Neidringhaus attended the Polk County Board of County Commissioners’ Meeting in Bartow.  As a result of the extremely strong support of Paul Senft and Jack Myers on the issue of F.E.M.A.’s refusal to assist private communities with debris removal, the Commissioners unanimously voted to dedicate county resources to remove hurricane debris from such communities.  It is anticipated that the clean-up will occur within the next several weeks.

Additionally, and just as importantly, Commissioners Senft and Myers were instrumental in securing the support of the Board in providing some degree of assistance to Lakewood for the emergency expenditures we made to make our streets accessible to emergency vehicles.  You will be advised at such time as we have funds in hand. 

It was extremely gratifying to see and hear the aggressive posture taken by Mr. Senft and Mr. Myers.  If you have the opportunity, please thank these gentlemen for their support of our issues and concerns.  Without their assistance, we could not have prevailed in these matters.
